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Wildflower Report
•

Ave. K & 110th St. West couple of patches of poppies on the hills.

•

110th St. West between Ave. K and Ave. I there are small patches of goldfields.

•

Perennial poppies at Lancaster Road and 170th St. West and 190th St. West.

•

Ripley Desert Woodland State Park—Male Juniper trees have brown cones and some are starting to open. Female
Juniper trees are still loaded with berries. Elderberry tree by Post 11 has green leaves and just starting to produce the
flower buds. The beginning of March there were no Joshua trees in bloom. Now there are some that are producing
the flowers.

•

Portal Ridge Wildlife Area—Coreopsis, linear-leaf goldenbush, saw 2 quail, poppies by sign, white pin cushion,
goldfields, and hairy lotus.

•

George Bones Sanctuary—Bobcat fire area – goldfields, lacy phacelia, rhubarb, and coreopsis.

•

Areas with patches of green you will see filaree in bloom, fiddleneck, cheat grass (some up to 7-inches and starting
to go to seed).

•

Munz Ranch Road – saw quail. There are some coreopsis and a few areas of poppies. At the intersection of Munz
Ranch Road and Lake Elizabeth Road there is a small showing of poppies.

•

Johnson Road – a few coreopsis and poppies on the hillsides.
Landscape Frame by Dave Martin. This is in the area where the
blue metal antelope were by the Poppy Reserve. Off Lancaster
Road at the Art in Residence sign. The Landscape Frame is a
10’x7’ steel frame that rotates 360° around the central axis. You
can turn the frame and create new views of the landscape within
the frame. It encourages the viewer to explore the fluid relationships between the whole territory, the in frame, and the out-offrame to view plants, animals, and landforms.
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Paleolithic Antelope Herd by Devin Thor. On display at the
Prime Desert Woodland (Avenue K-8 and 35th St. West). The
artist has done a series of stone sculptures “Paleolithic Creatures” as an homage to our prehistoric ancestors, but also an exploration of the global influence of humans on our environment.
Cave walls, were the first canvases used by early humans to depict the animals that inhabited their world. Their art had meaning and was used to teach about the real world and to express
their emotions about the spiritual world. Many animals depicted
on the cave wall canvas are now extinct..
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APRIL 24, 1976 DEDICATION OF POPPY PARK LAND

Photos courtesy of Milt Stark
◄ Milt Stark led the
Pledge of Allegiance and
gave the Welcome
Speech. Also in photo is
William Penn Mott, Jr.,
President of CA. State
Parks Foundation and
Jane Pinheiro.
Jane Pinheiro, Mistress of
Ceremonies
►

Band music was supplied by the

Presentation of Colors by Westside 4-H Club

Joe Walker Junior High

SOMETHING TO SMILE ABOUT

►

Robert Rhodes, Director of the California Department of
Parks and Recreation, accepts deed to wildflower land from
William Penn Mott, Jr., foundation president; Jane Pinheiro,
long time advocate of the Poppy Park, approves.

APRIL 17, 1982 DEDICATION OF JANE PINHEIRO INTERPRETIVE CENTER

Photos courtesy of Lynn DuPratt
◄ Joe Pinheiro being escorted by a park ranger.
Jane Pinheiro died October 14, 1978, her husband, Joe Pinheiro did attend
the ceremony to witness the opening of the Jane S. Pinheiro Interpretive
Center open.

Jane S. Pinheiro Interpretive Center Dedication
A luncheon was held at the A.V. Inn Convention Center at 1:00 p.m.
DOROTHY BOLT LUNCHEON SPEECH
APRIL 17, 1982

Over 15 years ago the Lancaster Woman’s Club worked with the Lancaster Chamber of Commerce to provide a Wildflower Center on Sierra Hwy during the spring flower season. In these early years Botany professors from U.C. Davis
asked… “Why doesn’t someone preserve these authentic paintings for future generations?” Some of the volunteers also
had the same thoughts.
In the Summer of 1970 Jane Pinheiro broke her leg. As Conservation chairman of the Lancaster Woman’s Club, myself, three of our committee consulted Jane about purchasing some of her paintings. Another group was asked, but did
not see fit to take on the project. The committee agreed to accept Jane’s offer and that we would endeavor to collect
$5,000 to purchase 125 paintings.
November 1970 the club membership accepted the responsibility to spearhead, organize and conduct a campaign with
the community to purchase the paintings. The club pledged $500 and was matched by the Lancaster Chamber of Commerce. At our December meeting we expanded our campaign to assist the California State Park Foundation to collect
funds to purchase land to save the state flower, the Poppy. It had already been determined by the State of California
Resource Dept. after a five-year study that the Antelope-Fairmont Butte area had the most consistent bloom area in the
State. In January the committee produced the Logo “I Gave to Save” and Jane designed the logo, 50,000 were ordered.
Letters were sent to 360 A.V. organizations. March 6, 1971 the organizational meeting had 24 charter members –
Wildflower Preservation Committee, an ad Hock Committee of the Lancaster Woman’s Club was chosen as our name.
We needed an umbrella you see!
We have had four Directors in the Department of Parks and Recreation, Nine Presidents of the Woman’s Club, and four
WPC chairman in these eleven years. We lost Lillian Kasson a few years ago.
We worked closely with Mr. Mott and Bob Howard of the Foundation. Permission was granted by Wilson Riles, State
Superintendent of Instruction for the “Pennies for Poppies” program in the 9000 schools of California – resulted in over
$18,000. We were proud that our own A.V. School children donated 10% of this amount. However, Quartz Hill and
Lancaster Clubs had worked three years prior to the state program with excellent results.
Our Woman’s Club had budgeted $500 each year, and when we have a good sales year at the Wildflower Center at the
Fairgrounds, we exceeded this figure, as all profits go to the Foundation. With cooperation of many donors through the
WPC we sent $36,000 to the Foundation for land, $24,000 for the Interpretive Center. We paid $5,873 for the 154
Wildflower paintings, that have been given to the State of California Dept. of Parks and Recreation.
The first acreage of 940 acres was arranged by Mr. and Mrs. Vernon Thompson and the Foundation with the Munz
Family. Thru the further efforts of the Thompsons, Mr. Forrest Godde gave three parcels totaling 400 acres. This entire acreage was presented to the Calif. State Parks System as our Bicentennial gift to the Nation in April 1976.
It has been a worthwhile and exciting experience to be involved with the many organizations and wonderful people of
this community and interested people all over Calif., and the United States.
Thank you.

