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Poppy Reserve 

 

The wildflower season is winding down a the reserve.  You can still find some fiddleneck, filaree, rattlesnake 

weed, goldfields that have gone to the cone stage, pineapple weed, and a few poppies.  The combs bur and 

tiny forget-me-nots are going to seed.  Cheat grasses have gone to seed.  Rubber rabbit brush is starting to get 

new green leaves.   

 

The beaver tail cactus in front of the visitor center are starting to bloom.  There are also a few plants of milk 

vetch that still have flowers but are also forming the seed pods.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos above ▲The wild cucumber, Marah macrocurpus, is of the squash or gourd family.  It is not like the 

garden cucumber that are edible as all parts of this plant are poisonous to some degree.  Another name for the 

wild cucumber is the Man Root because of the large root or tuber. They are fire followers because of the root 

system which can survive underground.  The California Indians used the seeds to make necklaces and the 

children used them as marbles.   

 

Arthur B. Ripley Desert Woodland 

 

Bladder bush is full of flowers, Spanish Broom by the aqueduct is in bloom.  Inside Ripley the combs bur and 

forget-me-nots are finished flowering, the silver puffs have produced the puffs, tidy tips, blue sage, linear-leaf 

goldenbush are just starting to bloom, scarlet bugler by Post #8 on the Rare Juniper Trail are in bloom, fiddle-

neck, occasional desert dandelion, chia, comet blazing stars, beaver tail cactus are producing flower buds, at 

Post #11 on the Nature Trail has blossoms on the elderberry tree. 

 

 

 

Scarlet Bugler, 

Penstemon cen-

tranthifolius 
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The Transition Habitat Conservancy WILDFLOWER EVENT AND SPRING FLING was held Saturday, 

April 14th, 2018. 

 

Three PRMDIA Board Members attended this wonderful event.  We met at the Broad Canyon Ranch in Por-

tal Ridge and then hiked, drove dirt roads to see spectacular views of the valley, there was food and music, 

and we met a lot of wonderful people.   

 

On the hike  through several woodland drainages that connect with Broad Canyon (Cougar Canyon Trail) we 

found wonderful wildflowers and Kiley Egan held a captured a coast horned lizard and we got to observe it 

before it was turned loose. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photo by Tom Egan, California Desert Representative, Defenders of Wildlife. 

Left to Right:  President of PRMDIA Margaret Rhyne, Board Member Mary 

Wilson, Secretary Lynn DuPratt and the lovely young lady holding the coast 

horned lizard is Kiley Egan, Tom’s daughter. 

 

On the walk we spotted sun cups, coreopsis, baby blue eyes, forget-me-nots, 

wild cucumber, California bush poppies, bush mallow, manzanita still had 

some berries, puddle dog bush, miner’s lettuce, elderberry trees were starting 

to bloom, poison oak,  jewel flower (aka chocolate drops), lupine, western wallflowers and Indian  paint 

brush. 

 

Thank you to Jeff Olesh  and all those involved with the Transition Habitat Conservancy for an absolutely 

wonderful day! 
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  Owl’s Clover and Goldfields    Owl’s Clover and Poppies 

Unfortunately none of these articles by Milt Stark had the name of the newspaper they appeared in or the date, but it must have 

been one of those beautiful years with a lot of different wildflowers. 



BURROWING OWLS 

 

Both parents will continue to feed the owlets once they emerge from the habitat.   

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Wonder what these little birds must think when they emerge from the underground cozy dark nesting area 

and seeing what is outside of the habitat for the first time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Even at this very young age, with only down and no true feathers, they are learning how to preen (photo   

bottom right). 
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