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California Poppy 
 

1816 California Poppy first identified with its scientific name, Eschscholzia californica, by a botanist who 

 who was a member of a Russian scientific expedition.  

1903 California Poppy designated as the state flower. Other official California state symbols include the  

 California quail (the state bird) and the California desert tortoise (the state reptile). 

1976 Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve founded. The designation of this state park as a “reserve” 

 gives it a higher level of protection than other state parks; visitors must stay on trails to protect 

 the poppies and other native plants and animals that survive in this protected habitat.  
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