FIELD OBSERVATION REPORT
By Mary Wilson
August 19, 2018
Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve
Sunflowers, Jimson weed and turkey mullein still have flowers. The tumbleweed and ragweed are
green but no flowers yet. The rubber rabbitbrush has some green leaves but the short-horned grasshoppers are eating the leaves.
Jimson weed/Sacred datura , Datura wrightii, are an invitation to disaster as all parts of the plants are poisonous.
All of its tissues contain chemical compounds known as
“alkaloids,” and the toxic levels vary from plant to plant.
These compounds can cause intense thirst, distorted
vision, uncoordinated movements, high temperature, a
rapid and weakened hear beat, convulsions, coma, and
even death.
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Dutra is a member of the potato (Solanaceae) family. What is interesting is
this plant has several insects that feed off of it and survive and even thrive.
One such insect is the Three-lined Potato Beetle, Lema daturaphila, also
known as an Old Fashioned Potato Beetle. These beetles are only about ¼inch in size and have bright coloration that could be a warning that they are
toxic and are to be left alone. They will eat the leaves of the Jimson weed
until only the middle-vein remains. Once the leaves of the plant have been
completely devoured, the plant dies and cannot produce fruit or seeds.
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Arthur B. Ripley Desert Woodland State Park
The female Juniper tree to the right of the ramada is filled with the gray berries. This tree has berries
on it throughout the year, not like some of the other female trees in the park. Milt Stark gave her the
name “Big Mama” because of her prolific production of berries and this tree is one of the larger trees
with 15 trunks.
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The following article is the last one in the series that was written by Milt Stark. Unfortunately
there is no name or date of the newspaper but was probably either the Ledger Gazette or the
Antelope Valley Press. Milt had his own style of writing and I hope you enjoyed the articles as
much as I did.

Both of the photos above were taken by Milt Stark. How fortunate he was to get to see a
field of the Monolopia—once again no dates of the photos.

BURROWING OWLS
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The photo on the left shows a parent and the owlets. They are only a few days old but beginning to show their true feathers on their wings. The photo on the right shows two owlets, one
is taking a nap and the other is parallaxing or turning its head. Owls have binocular vision,
their large eyes are fixed in their sockets so they must turn their entire heads to change views.
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These owlets are sitting, relaxing and taking in the warm sun rays. The photo on the right has
one owlet lying down for a nap, one is learning to preen its feathers, and the third is showing
off its vocalizing skills—probably calling for a parent to come feed it.

