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Antelope Valley California Poppy Reserve

It was a very good year for poppies and other wildflowers but the season is coming to a close. There are a few
poppies still around but most of them are turning yellow and producing the seed pods. They will be dispersing the
seeds for the seed bank to be ready for the next wildflower season. There are other flowers that are blooming but you
have to look for them, they don’t put on the show that the poppies do. With the poppies still around I was able to get a
photo of the poppies with the turkey mullein which are also in bloom. The poppy season can be finished by the time
the turkey mullein comes up and blooms so getting a photo of them together was great.

Poppies still blooming

Arthur B. Ripley Desert Woodland State Park

The California buckwheat have the white clusters of flowers and are making a nice showing now. The four
o’clocks are in bloom, blue sage is finishing up the season, chia is in varying stages from flowers to seed, golden gilia
are in bloom as are a few Desert straw. The male Mormon tea are finished forming the catkins and the females are
producing their seeds. The thorn bushes have gone to the cotton ball seed stage.

Golden gilia Thorn bush cotton ball seeds



TRANSITION HABITAT CONSERVANCY (THC) AND AMERICORPS

In January 2017 I gave the Burrowing Owl Presentation to the THC and a group of young people from Ameri-
Corps. The male and female members from AmeriCorps range from 18 to 24 years old and commit to full or
part-time positions to fulfill assignments in the fields of education, public safety, health care and environmen-
tal protection. They may be provided modest financial compensation in the form of cost-of-living allowances,
student loan deferment and benefit from skill development and work experience. They were camping out in
tents and were ready to go and put in Burrowing Owl Habitats in the Portal Ridge area. Not only did they put
in the habitats but were rewarded by witnessing burrowing owls just after installing them. They were really
excited about the impact they had on the native wildlife.

AmeriCorps Group Home away from home.

Hard at work installing burrowing owl habitats.

Habitat installed.



BURROWING OWLS 2017

Checking things out



Need to decorate the nesting area. The owls will decorate the nesting area (see the arrow) with
items which can consist of sheep, cow or other animal droppings. I have also seen twigs and
even a small piece of carpet. The owl at the entrance has a plant stem.



